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MODULE 8
SCENARIOS


Student activity 
	1.


	Mother – Jane


	Jane, a single mother of one teenage child, is 48 years old. She has recently found a lump in her breast and after getting it checked out was told by her doctor that it is breast cancer. Her doctor recommends surgery and suggests that if she proceeds with this, there is a good chance of successful recovery. She now needs to tell her son, Jason, about it and what will be involved, but she doesn’t want to alarm or worry him.

	
	Teenage son – Jason


	Jason, a sixteen year old, has noticed that his mother has been acting strangely for the past few weeks, but isn’t sure what is wrong. His mum asks to sit down and talk with him about something, and he is very worried and anxious.

	2.


	Friends – Alice


	Alice’s aunty, whom she is very close to, has just told her family that she has breast cancer. As Alice is only thirteen years old, the family has decided to not let her know many of the details, and Alice is feeling confused, upset and unsure what to do. Her friend, Joseph, asks her if anything is wrong.

	
	Friends – Joseph


	Joseph is Alice’s friend. Joseph has noticed that Alice hasn’t been her usual self and has been getting angry a lot lately. He asks her if there’s anything wrong.

	3.


	Siblings – Anna
	Anna (8), Peter (16), and Jess (18) are siblings whose mother has been receiving breast cancer treatment for the last six months. Jess and Peter have been told by their father, Steven, that there is a strong possibility that their mum might die from this. The three of them need to explain this to Anna, who doesn’t really understand what is going on. 

	
	Siblings – Peter
	

	
	Siblings – Jess
	

	
	Father – Steven
	

	4.


	Richard


	Richard has noticed that he has a large lump in his left breast. He is unsure of what it is, but isn’t worried that it could be breast cancer, because he doesn’t think that men can get it. While at the doctor’s, he mentions the lump, and the doctor tells him that he needs to have further tests. Richard becomes very concerned and wants to find out what can be done.

	
	Dr Jefferson


	Dr Jefferson is in consultation with a patient, Richard, who mentions that he has a large lump in his left breast. After an examination, Dr Jefferson is concerned that it might be a cancerous tumour. Dr Jefferson explains to Richard what will happen next.


	5.


	Friends – Grace


	Grace and Jenny are both 52 years old and are best friends. Grace has noticed that one of her nipples is discharging fluid. She isn’t very concerned about it, but tells Jenny about it when they meet for lunch.

	
	Friends – Jenny


	Jenny is at lunch with her best friend Grace, who tells her that her breast nipple is discharging fluid. Grace doesn’t seem worried about it, but Jenny is concerned that it could be serious and thinks that it could be a warning sign of breast cancer.

	6.


	Mother – Victoria


	Victoria, a single mother, has breast cancer and is having chemotherapy regularly to help treat it. Her doctor believes that the treatment Victoria is having will be successful. However, after her treatment, Victoria becomes very tired and sick with vomiting for the next few days. She asks her son, Chris (12), if he can help her out by doing some more chores for her.

	
	Son – Chris


	Chris’ (12) mother has breast cancer and after her treatments is very tired and lethargic. She asks Chris if he can help her out with some housework, and Chris lets her know some of the ways he can help. He also lets her know of some ways, other than housework, where he can help.

	7.


	Friends – Olivia
	Olivia, Jake and Louise are three best friends. Olivia’s mum died last year from breast cancer, and the three friends have decided that for Breast Cancer Month in October they are going to put together a flyer which lists the different ways that students at their school (and their families) can aid further research and raise awareness of breast cancer. They sit down to discuss the different ways and which are the most appropriate.

	
	Friends – Jake
	

	
	Friends – Louise
	

	8.


	Friends – Natalie


	Natalie and Kate are best friends. They are both in Year 10. On Friday, Kate told Natalie that her mum had just been diagnosed with breast cancer. Kate explained to Natalie that she is scared for her mum. Natalie wants to help Kate deal with all of this.

	
	Friends – Kate


	Kate’s mum told her last night that she has breast cancer. Her mum will have to have an operation and treatments that might make her sick, and she might also lose her hair. Kate is really scared for her mum and is also scared that she might get breast cancer too. She tells her best friend, Natalie, about what’s happening.


	9.


	Daughter – Mikala 


	Mikala has been married for three years. Her husband works away a lot. Mikala was diagnosed with breast cancer 7 years ago, and her treatment was successful in getting rid of the cancer. Although she is healthy now, sometimes she feels sad about going through cancer, and she feels like no-one understands.

	
	Mother – Susan


	Susan is worried about Mikala. She seems lonely, but doesn’t talk much to Susan. Susan wonders where she can go to get advice about how to help Mikala.

	10.


	Mother – Heather 


	Ever since Heather found out she had breast cancer, she has felt angry. She is angry that she got breast cancer and angry that she had to go through all the treatment. It just didn’t seem fair. She finds herself getting angry at little things, and she hopes Tom doesn’t feel like it’s his fault.

	
	Son – Tom 


	Tom (16) has noticed his mum has been angry a lot of times recently. He knows about her breast cancer, but she says she’s fine whenever he asks about it. Tom wonders if he’s done something wrong to upset his mum.
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