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MODULE 1
UNDERSTANDING 
BREAST CANCER

Fact sheet 4: Breast cancer in Australia
Breast cancer is the most common invasive cancer diagnosed in Australian women.

Australian incidence rates

· One in nine women will be diagnosed with breast cancer 
· Every day about 36 women are told they have breast cancer
· The number of women diagnosed with breast cancer is increasing
· Breast cancer is the most common cancer experienced by Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islander women
· Breast cancer in men is rare (only about one per cent of all people with breast cancer), but the number of new cases of breast cancer in men is increasing
· About 76 per cent of all people with breast cancer are over 50
Mortality rates

· The risk of dying from breast cancer is decreasing
· About 87 per cent of people diagnosed with breast cancer survive
· Australia’s death rate from breast cancer is lower than the rates for New Zealand, the United Kingdom, Canada and the United States of America
Survival

Although occasionally breast cancer returns after treatment, about 87 per cent of people survive breast cancer and go on to have the same life expectancy as the rest of the population.

This survival depends on the size of the tumor at diagnosis and whether or not it has spread to the lymph nodes.
Local statistics

· Around 1,200 women and 10 men are diagnosed with breast cancer in Western Australia each year
· Around 220 women and one man die from the disease in WA each year
[Source: Breast Cancer in Australia: an Overview. 2006, Australian Institute of Health and Welfare & National Breast Cancer Centre, Canberra: AIHW]
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